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It was an absurd irony that a Federal Government, headquartered 
in a- city that was the most effective example of planned 
decentralisation this century, should now refuse to pay more than 
lip service to the p.roblem, the South Australian Premier,Mr. 
Dunstan, said tonight0 
He was speaking at the ^twI'i^wji Leagues Club at a meeting 
in support of the Australian Labor Party candidate for the Federal 
seat of Eden-Monaro,Mrc Bob Whan0 ^ 
^ ^ • Mr. Dunstan said he had for years been seeking Federal 
Government support at the level required to make decentralisation 
worko 
He had done so again at the Premiers' Conference which ended 
today "with the same, amount of success I have had in the past 
'— none". 
' A great deal of lip service had been paid in the past by both 
Federal and St&te Governments to the need for decentralisation 
but this had stopped short of action,. 
While it was true that decentralisation on any large scale 
must depend on local economic viability and .the existence of 
^ppufficient industrial employment to justify the investment 
required, it was also true that it was essential to limit 
the size of Australia's metropolitan areas and to provide new 
cities to take the overflow from existing industrial complexes0 
\ 
• - " "Nothing had been done in this regard anywhere in Australia 
until the South Australian Government moved to create a new 
city near Murray Bridge"® 
This city would siphon off excess population from the 
Adelaide metropolitan area which should not grow beyond a level 
of about lo3 million peoplee 
The new city would be ^ased on Adelaide's industrial 
supplies but _would be' suf-ficiently far away to be autonomous» 
"We hope this will be only one of many such cities 
developed in Australia in the remaining years of this century. 
"But this will not become a reality given the attitude 
of the present Commonwealth Government", Mr. Dunstan said0 
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It will be hecessary for the. Commonwealth to become 
involved in regional development to a, far greater extent 
than has been the case so far0 
"I am confident that this would be the situation under 
q. Federal Labor Government,, I despair about the prospects 
under the present one"e 
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